
VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT 

Lucknow, 5 January 

The Uttar Pradesh (UP) government has 
signed memorandums of understanding 
(MoUs) worth nearly $2 billion (about ~16,400 
crore) with North American companies in the 
logistics, defence, and aerospace sectors. 

The agreements were inked recently with 
the companies incorporated in the US and 
Canada, a senior government official said. 

US-based Mobility Infrastructure Group 
will invest  ~8,200 crore in logistics projects, 
expected to generate 100 fresh employment 
opportunities. Canada-based QSTC will also 
pump in ~8,200 crore in defence and aero-
space projects, creating 200 jobs. 

The government is looking to showcase 
the state’s military hardware manufacturing 
potential as well as the UP Defence Corridor 
at the UP Global Investors’ Summit (GIS) 2023 
in Lucknow during February 10-12. The event 
is likely to attract defence manufacturers from 
the US, Europe, Russia, the UK, Sweden, 
France, Israel, and Germany. These include: 
US missile company Northrop Grumman; UK 
missile launch systems and ammunition 
maker BAE Systems; German rifle company 
Umarex; Swedish firm SAAB, the maker of 
Carl Gustaf M4 rifles; Russia’s Almaz-Antey, 
a leading military hardware exporter; France’s 
Dassault Aviation, which manufacturers 
Rafale jets; and Israel Weapon Industries 
(IWI), which deals in unmanned aerial sys-
tems. “During the recent visit of the UP min-
isters and officials to North America in run-
up to the GIS next month, MoUs of almost 
~20,000 crore were signed across sectors with 
logistics, defence, and aerospace leading the 
chart,” he said. 

India eyes $5 billion exports in defence 

manufacturing in near future. The two 
defence corridors in UP and another in Tamil 
Nadu are seen as the steps taken by the Centre 
to achieve this goal. 

The UP Defence Corridor spans six nodes: 
Lucknow, Kanpur, Jhansi, Aligarh, Chitrakoot, 
and Agra. So far, the state has acquired 1,600 
hectares of land for allotment to companies. 

Meanwhile, the UP delegation to North 
America led by state legislative assembly 
speaker Satish Mahana and cabinet minister 
Dharampal Singh, held 51 Government-to-
Government (G2G) and Business-to-Business 
(B2B) meetings in the US and Canada. They 
received 27 letters of intent (LoI) worth 
~41,000 crore, of which, 8 proposals were con-
verted into MoUs and signed. At the mega 
summit, the UP government is targeting pri-
vate investment to the tune of ~17 trillion.

ANIL SHARMA 

Jaipur, 5 January 

Tourists in Rajasthan are taking 
to Indira Rasoi, started in the 
state to serve nutritious food at 
~8 per plate. 

Parth Sarthy, a tourist from 
Chennai who had come to Jaipur 
with his family and, while visiting 
Jal Mahal, saw a banner display-
ing “Food for ~8”. He did not 
believe it.  He said: “The taste was 
of homemade food served and it 
was hygienic. It is praiseworthy.” 
“Such a scheme should be there 
in all the states,” he added. It is to 
be mentioned that the chief min-
ister, with the pledge “No One 
Sleeps Hungry”, started the 
Indira Rasoi scheme throughout 
the state.  

The scheme was started on 
August 20, 2020, with 358 
kitchens in 213 urban local bodies 
and each plate included 100 gm 
of dal, 100 gm of vegetables, and 
250 gm of chapati and pickle. 

In 2022-23, it was decided to 
increase the number of kitchens 
to 1,000 and currently 951 are 
functional.  

The government is giving a 
subsidy of ~17 per plate and ~250 
crore is expected to be spent 
annually on this scheme. 

At the time of the launch, the 
state government tweeted: “Life 
will change with Indira Rasoi 
Yojana … this is the promise of 
the Rajasthan government.”

Indira Rasoi 
a hit among 
tourists

Logistics, defence see 
MoUs worth ~16.4K cr

UTTAR PRADESH RAJASTHAN

SANDEEP KUMAR 

Bhopal, 5 January 

The Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment is providing customised 
incentives for the employ-
ment-oriented textile and gar-
ment sector, Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan has told 
Business Standard. The state 
will showcase the sector at the 
upcoming Global Investors 

Summit to be held in Indore. 
Madhya Pradesh offers a 5 

to 7 per cent interest subsidy 
on loans for machinery, rebates 
on discounted tariff, infrastruc-
ture development help, etc.  

According to the govern-
ment data, the state accounts 
for 43 per cent of India’s and 24 
per cent of world’s organic cot-
ton production. The state has 
witnessed a 60 per cent com-

pound annual growth rate in 
organic cotton production dur-
ing the past three years.  The 
state has more than 60 large 
textile mills, over 4,000 looms, 
and 2.5 million spindles. Indore 
houses over 1,200 units with 
apparel designing centers. 

Shreyaskar Chaudhary, 
managing director of Pratibha 
Syntex, said the company’s 
new factory in Ujjain — based 

completely on green technol-
ogy — employs 4,000, of which 
80 per cent are women. “The 
policies are conducive, infras-
tructure support is unparal-
leled, and skilled manpower is 
available,” Chaudhary said. 

Chhindwara-based Aid and 
Survival of Handicrafts Artis -
ans (ASHA) works with tribal 
artisans only. Its founders Aarti 
and Rohit Rusia said the gov-
ernment not only should train 
the artisan but it should also 
take advantage of their skills. 

Focus on job-creating textile sector
MADHYA PRADESH

ACCENT REGION

The government looks to showcase the 
state’s military hardware manufacturing 
potential at the UP Global Investors’ 
Summit in February 
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Rahul gathers praises 
but has a ways to go
VIRENDRA RAWAT, NITIN KUMAR  

& ADITI PHADNIS 

Lucknow/New Delhi, 5 January 

The decision of Acharya 
Satyendra Das, the chief 
priest of the Ram tem-

ple in Ayodhya, to express sol-
idarity with the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra led by Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi has caused a stir 
in political circles. 

In a letter sent on New 
Year’s eve, Das – who has been 
the head priest of the Ram 
Janmabhoomi temple for the 
past three decades –  said he 
wished Gandhi’s mission of 
“Sarvajan Sukhay Sarvajan 
Hitaya” (happiness for all, wel-
fare for all) all  success. Later, 
speaking to local reporters, Das 
said: “I wrote a letter to Rahul 
to send him my blessings for 
his miss ion of uniting all 
people in the country. The 
country’s prosperity is only 
possible if different castes and 
religions come together.” 

This comes even as other 
Opposition parties in Uttar 
Pradesh —the Samajwadi Party 
and Bahujan Samaj Party — 
decided not to join the march 
despite being invited by the 
Congress. However, Sharad 
Sharma, regional media in-
charge of the Vishva Hindu 
Parishad, cautioned against 
reading too much into the 
priest’s gesture.  “The good 
wishes extended by Acharya 
Satyendra Das and VHP leader 
Champat Rai (also on Tuesday) 
for the yatra were in good faith 

and a courtesy. There are no 
political connotations to it. The 
seer extended his greetings on 
the request of local Congress 
leaders in Ayodhya. It is our tra-
dition to extend wishes to 
someone embarking on a new 
journey. It is unfortunate that 
vested interests are trying to 
derive political meaning out of 
something innocuous.” 

But this much is true: Rahul 
Gandhi’s efforts to reclaim lost 
political ground in UP (the 
Congress won two seats out of 
402 in the 2022 Assembly elec-
tions) are serious. But his sup-
porters in the party ask if the 
Hindu endorsement to his 
yatra should be considered 
equivalent to the Muslims turn-

ing away from the party. 
A Union minister from the 

BJP says: “The yatra has 
brought a leader out of Rahul 
Gandhi. The seriousness that 
was missing from his persona 
can be seen.” Using the lexicon 
of air pollution in Delhi, he 
says: “This yatra has brought 
him to the ‘poor’ category from 
the ‘severe’ category”. 

This is, at best, grudging 
ack nowledgement that Gan -
dhi’s yatra is drawing public 
support. But the Congress itself 
apparently wants to play down 
the religious endorsement. 

Says Akhilesh Pratap Singh, 
Congress leader and former UP 
MLA: “Tens of thousands of 
people are associating them-

selves with the yatra, which has 
been garnering overwhelming 
response wherever it has tra-
versed. Now, people have real-
ised only Congress offers a 
credible and viable alternative 
to the BJP and its narrative 
built on hate and false promis-
es. The people have resolved to 
support Rahul Gandhi and 
affirm faith in his leadership.” 

The Congress’s dilemma 
was encapsulated by the reac-
tion of the SP.  Party spokesper-
son Juhie Singh said: “Every 
political party has a distinct 
manner in which it communi-
cates with the people and 
makes public contact. In fact, 
SP has long been organising 
such yatras and marches all 
over the state to mobilise sup-
port on core issues pertaining 
to the youth, farmers, inflation 
etc. Our party does not think 
that the Bharat Jodo Yatra pos-
es any threat to our political 
landscape in the state.” 

What is undeniable is that 
Gandhi’s yatra is an opportu-
nity for his party and could 
pose a threat to the parties 
arrayed against it, including 
the BJP. But the reaction to the 
yatra from UP, which is impor-
tant electorally, is still being 
processed by voters. This sug-
gests that at least for now, 
endorsement for the Congress 
from Ayodhya does not mean 
automatic political endorse-
ment from the Hindu commu-
nity and that non-Congress 
Opposition parties have sus-
pended judgment on it.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi during the Bharat Jodo Yatra in 
Uttar Pradesh on Thursday PHOTO: PTI

SC stays HC order for Haldwani eviction
In a relief to thousands of people facing 
imminent threat of demolition of their 
houses in winter, the Supreme Court on 
Thursday stayed the Uttarakhand High 
Court order for removal of encroach -
ments from 29 acres of land claimed by 
the railways in Haldwani, terming it a 
"human issue" and saying 50,000 people 
cannot be uprooted overnight. 

According to the railways, there are 
4,365 encroachers on the land, while the 
occupants are holding protests at 
Haldwani asserting they are its rightful 
owners. Nearly 50,000 people, a majority 
of them Muslims, belonging to over 4,000 
families reside on the disputed land. 

Observing that many of the occupants 
have claimed they have been residing 

there for over 50 years, a bench of Justice S 
K Kaul and A S Oka noted there is a 
"human angle" to the problem and the 
authorities have to find a "practical way 
out”. The apex court issued notices to the 
railways and the Uttarakhand 
government seeking their responses to a 
batch of pleas challenging the high court 
order for removal of encroachments. PTI 
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